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The objective of this research was to know whether there was 
effectiveness of using mobile dictionary towards students’ vocabulary 
mastery at the second semester of the seventh grade of SMPN 
Terpadu Gunung Pelindung in the academic year 2020/2021. The 
researcher applied Mobile dictionary especially U- dictionary to solve 
the problem, one way that could help the students enhance their 
vocabulary mastery. 
The researcher used quasi experimental design. The researcher 
used cluster random sampling to determine the sample. The sample of 
the research were two classes, VII A as experimental class and VII B 
as control class. In collecting the data, the researcher used test. Before 
doing the treatment, the students did the pre- test, and after doing the 
treatment, the students did the post-test. After finishing the research, 
the researcher analysed the data using Independent Sample T-test. 
After analysing the data, it was found that the result Pvalue 
(Sig.) or Sig. (2-tailed) = 0.00. It means that Pvalue (Sig.) < 0.05. It 
meant that Ha was accepted. It could be concluded that there was an 
effectiveness of using mobile dictionary towards students’ vocabulary 
mastery at the second semester of the seventh grade of SMPN 
Terpadu Gunung Pelindung in the academic year 2020/2021. 
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                                   
                              
                                  
                                   
        
 
“Allah does not burden a person but according to his ability. 
He gets (reward) from (good) that he does and he gets (torment) 
 from (evil) that he does. (They pray), “Our Lord, do not punish us if 
we forget or we do something wrong. O our Lord, do not burden us 
with a heavy burden as You burdened those before us. O our Lord, do 
not carry on us what we cannot bear. Forgive us, forgive us, and have 
mercy on us. You are our protector, so help us against the 
disbelievers.” (QS. Al-Baqarah : 286)
1
 
                                                          
1 Ibnu Katsir, Asbabun Nuzul. Lembaga Pendidikan Islam:Bait Syariat 
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A. Background of the problem 
In English, there are four components of language skills 
covering listening speaking, reading and writing. Talking about the 
four language skills in English, it will be never far from 
vocabulary. It is because without good vocabulary mastery, 
someone will be difficult to speak or even understand a short text. 
A good vocabulary mastery is one of the most important aspects in 
learning foreign language because the ability of the langauge 
learners to read and to comprehend the subject is relatively 
determined by their vocabulary mastery.
1
 Having a lot of 
vocabulary helps learners to express their ideas easily. 
According to Thornburry, there are at least four types of 
vocabulary.
2
 There are adverb, adjective, noun and verb. It can be 
described as follows; adverb are words that describe or modify 
verbs, adjective, and other adverbs, adjective is modify noun and 
pronoun, than noun is the name of person, thing, quality, concept, 
or condition, and verbs is words that describe the action or state of 
being of the subject. It means vocabulary has many types and it 
refers to adverb, adjective, noun, and verb. 
In addition, Hatch and Brown noted that vocabulary is divided 
into two kinds, receptive and productive vocabulary. Receptive 
vocabulary is a words that students recognize and understand when 
it occurs in a context, but the student cannot produce correctly. 
While productive vocabulary is a words which the students‟ 
understand, they can pronounce correctly, and use constructively in 
speaking and writing.
3
 One of the aims of teaching English is to 
enchance students understanding about English vocabularies which 
they might find in their Environment. 
                                                          
1 Brown H.D, Teaching by Principles: An interactive approach to language 
pedagogy, (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 2001), p.12 
2 Scott Thornburry, How to Teach Vocabulary, (Person Education Limited, 
2002), p. 13 
3 Hatch E & Brown C, Vocabulary ,semantics, and langauge education, 





Based on the preliminary research at SMPN Terpadu Gunung 
Pelindung, the researcher conducted an interview with one of the 
English teachers and some students there. When the researcher 
interviewed the English teacher, Sri Mulati. S.Pd, she said that 
most of the students especially in the seventh grade had low 
achievement of the vocabulary. In addition, they had low score in 
vocabulary and difficulties to develop their vocabulary. 
Furthermore, some students said that they felt difficulties in 
memorizing words, to find the meaning and pronunciation. 
Besides, the students did not have interest in vocabulary materials 
because the teacher 
explained the material and after that asked the students to do a 
task. The teacher only used print dictionary (paper dictionary) in 
learning activity. The students did not feel interest and enjoyable 
when learning material so they felt difficult in mastering 




Students’ English score at the Seventh Grade of SMPN Terpadu 










A B C 
1 ≥72 7 6 6 19 31.14% 
2 <72 13 14 15 42 68,85% 
Total 20 20 21 61 100.00% 
Source : Document of English score at the Seventh Grade of 
SMPN Terpadu Gunung  Pelindung in Academic year 
2020/2021 
 
The English teacher of SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung 
said that criteria minimum mastery (KKM) score for English 
subjects is 72. And she said more than 60% students of English 
subjects of seventh grade at SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung got 





minimum mastery (KKM) at least less than 40%. It meant that 
students score was still need to improve especially vocabulary 
mastery to get (KKM) score. Therefore, the teacher should 
improve their teaching process in order to students did not felt 
bored and interested in the English subject to master their 
vocabulary. 
Based on the explanation above, students found problems in 
learning vocabularies. Thus, teacher needed to use certain media in 
teaching the language to the students. In teaching process, media 
served as an important factor, and should be given special attention 
and high priority in order to achieve the goal of teaching. Also,the 
teacher should decided the appropriate media for teaching different 
item types. In this case, Media could be used to help students in 
their study in order to make the teaching and learning process more 
effective and efficient. Dictionary is one of media that can be used 
by both teacher and students in teaching and learning process.
4
 
Generally, there were two kinds of dictionary, namely paper 
dictionary and mobile dictionary (e-dictionaries). E-dictionaries 
maybe either online (e.g, the website dictionary.reference.com) and 
could also be available as apps for smartphone (online dictionary). 
Dictionary could be efficiently used to facilitate reading 
comprehension and vocabulary acquisition for adult learners of a 
second or foreign language.
5
 Among mobile apps, using dictionary 
is highly regarded by students because using mobile dictionaries is 
time efficient and help language learners acquire vocabulary 
and check verb conjugations
6
. The affordances that are included in 
mobile dictionaries such as visual media (images, graphics),audio 
media (pronunciation),multimedia, and searching can also be the 
reason of better learning when students use mobile dictionaries.
7
 
Nowadays, Paper dictionary were now being replaced since good 
                                                          
4 Harmer, J, The practice of English language teaching (4thed), 
(Cambridege: Pearson Education Limited, 2007), p.230 
5 Aldosari, H., & Mekheimer, M., Utilization of English-English online 
dictionaries for enhancing culture spesific translation skills in college students’, 
(Kazakhstan Building Cultural Bridges: Integrating Language Linguistics, Literature 
and Translation into education, 2010), p.148 
6 Steel, C, Fittinglearning into life: Language students’ perpectives on 
benefits of using mobile apps. Proceedings of asiclite 2012, (Future Challenges: 
Sustainable future, 2012), p.221 
7 Joseph, S & Uther, M, Research and practice in Technology Enhanced 






paper based dictionaries are too thick. That‟s the reason why 
teachers and students do not carry on to the classroom and leave it 
at home. From the statements above, the researcher can conclude 
that mobile dictionary can be used as alternative way to enhance 
their vocabulary mastery. 
In this case, mobile dictionary that would be used was U- 
Dictionary. The researcher used U-Dictionary as a media to enrich 
students‟ vocabulary mastery in teaching vocabulary. U-Dictionary 
was one of English offline dictionary that could be downloaded by 
every students in every grade. It could be found at playstore, one 
of application in android phone or IOS phone that created by 
Talent Education Inc. It was easy to use either to increase the 
vocabulary or to improve the ability in pronouncing English word, 
U-Dictionary did not only provide the meaning of words but also 
give the spelling of a word. With U-Dictionary ,everyone not only 
could translate words or phrases , but also practiced the skills in 
any language. U-Dictionary could be used as an effective learning 
media to increase the students‟ vocabulary mastery. From the 
main tab, everyone could quickly access short test and mini games 
to practice any language wanted. By using U-Dictionary as a 
learning media, it was expected that would help the students to 
enhance their vocabulary mastery effectively and efficiently. 
There were some previous research that were relevant to my 
research as following: the first research was done by Utami, 
Theresia Avilaa Tri in Sanata Dharma University at Yogyakarta 
entitled “Students’ Responses On The Use Of Online Dictionary At 
SMP N 15 Yogyakarta” this research has proven that the 
implementation of using online dictionary in the classroom was not 
maximal enough. It was because the respondent rarely used online 
dictionary in their daily life. Students needed time to recognize the 
online dictionaries. But, they also felt happy because they could 
learn using mobile phone. Online dictionary offers ease and 
effectiveness that can help them learning English in the classroom.
8
 
The second previous research was conducted by Glenn 
Stockwell in Waseda University, in his journal with the title “Using 
Mobile Phones For Vocabulary Activities : Examining The Effect 
Of The Platform” stated that using mobile phone there was still the 
problem of the lack of willingness to try new mobile technologies 
                                                          
8 Utami, Theresia Avila Tri, Students’ responses on the use of online 









Based on the explanation of previous research, it could be 
concluded that significant differences of previous research and the 
present research. The differences between this research with the 
previous research were in the previous research has been done by 
Utami at SMP N 15 Yogyakarta, meanwhile the present research 
would be done at SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung, and the 
purpose of Utami‟s research was to know the students‟ responses 
on the use of online dictionary in the English language lesson, 
meanwhile the purpose of present research was to know whether 
there was effectiveness of using Mobile dictionary especially U- 
dictionary towards students‟ vocabulary mastery at seventh grade 
of SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung. Furthermore, the other 
differences this research with the previous research were the 
variable, researcher used mobile dictionary especially U-dictionary 
from the phone as media, meanwhile the previous research from 
Glenn Stockwell, he used mobile dictionary in the computer as 
media on his research. 
In conclusion, this research applied mobile dictionary 
especially U- dictionary become new media hopefully this media 
could be effective in enhancing students‟ vocabulary mastery in 
teaching learning process. The researcher were interested to take a 
research by the title “The Effectiveness of Using Mobile dictionary 
towards students‟ vocabulary mastery at Seventh Grade of Second 
Semester in Junior High School Terpadu Gunung Pelindung.” 
 
B. Identification of Problem 
The identification the problem as follows: 
1. The students had low motivation of the vocabulary. 
2. The students had low score of English subject especially 
vocabulary. 
3. The students had difficulties to develop their vocabulary. 
4. The students did not feel interest and enjoyable when learning 
the material especially vocabulary. 
5. The students felt difficulties in memorizing words, to found 
the meaning and pronunciation. 
 
                                                          
9 Glenn Stockwell, Using Mobile Phones For Vocabulary Activities : 





C. Limitation of The Problem 
In this research the researcher focused on the effectiveness of 
using mobile dictionary towards students‟ vocabulary mastery 
especially about noun, pronoun, and verb with the topics people, 
animal, things. The researcher limited the kinds of vocabulary 
which were appropriate with syllabus at the second semester of the 
seventh grade of SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung in the 
academic year 2020/2021. 
 
D. Formulation of The Problem 
Based on the limitation above, the researcher formulated 
problem as follows: 
“How is the effectiveness of using mobile dictionary in 
vocabulary mastery at the second semester of the seventh 
grade of SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung in the academic 
year 2020/2021?” 
 
E. Objective of The Research 
The purpose of the research was to know whether there is 
effectiveness of using Mobile dictionary towards students‟ 
vocabulary mastery at seventh grade of SMPN Terpadu Gunung 
Pelindung in the academic year 2020/2021. 
 
F. Significant of The Research 
It is expected that there were some uses of the research as follow: 
1. For the teacher 
By using mobile dictionary, the teacher could improve 
their creativity in teaching process so the goal of the learning 
could be achieved. 
2. For the students 
It was expected that students were interested and have 
motivation in learning English that could be improved by using 
mobile dictionary. 
 
G. Scope of The Research 
1. Subject of research 
The subject of this research was second semester of the 
seventh grade in SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung in the 
academic year 2020/2021 
2. Object of the research 
The object of the research was the students‟ vocabulary 





3. Place of this research 
The researcher conducted the research at SMPN Terpadu 
Gunung Pelindung. 
4. Time of the research 
The researcher conducted the research at the second 
semester of seventh grade SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung 







A. Frame of Theories 
1. Teaching English as Foreign Language 
In Indonesia, English is a foreign language. English is a 
subject of learning in Elementary school, Junior High School, 
Senior High School, and University. From Junior High School, 
English is a compulsory subject where the students‟ study four 
skill in English: Speaking, Listening, Writing, and Reading. 
The English subject is one of a curriculum program that has 




English as foreign language indicates the use of English 
in non English speaking region so it is not used in daily 
communication. It is only use in certain place by certain people 
in doing their activities. Learning of English by student in 
country where English is not the native language is the 
definition of English of foreign language. These days English 
is viewed as language which give you access to the world.
11
 It 
concluded that English foreign language is a condition where 
the students learn target language in their own country because 
they need to learn target situation. 
In teaching English as a foreign language should be 
compatible with school condition to make students more 
active and make situation can be fun. 
Therefore, teacher as a role model of students has 
important function for their students, teacher must have good 
preparation and media before giving material to the students. 
                                                          
10 https://mintotulus.file..wordpress.co/2012/04/permendikbud-no-58-tahun-
2014-tentang- kurikulum-smp.pdf(July, 15th2020) 






In addition, the teacher must make a situation in their class 
environment enjoyable and effective. 
In conclusion the students would get many opportunities 
and could improve their skill or knowledge about the material 
if the teaching learning running well. Besides, the teacher 
should had the capability to make their students more interest 
and enjoy in learning process. The teacher should be able to 
explain a new material clearly and effectively. So , the students 
could more understand what teacher explain and they would be 
enjoy learning foreign language. 
2. Vocabulary 
a. Concept of vocabulary 
Vocabulary is one of the language aspects which 
should be learnt. Learning vocabulary is important 
because we are able to speak, write, and listen nicely we 
have to know vocabulary first. A person said to „know „a 
word if they can recognize its meaning when they see it.
12
 
It means that in learning vocabulary we have to know the 
meaning of it and also understand and can use it in 
sentence context. 
Vocabulary is knowledge involves knowing the 
meanings of words and therefore the purpose of a 
vocabulary test into find out whether the learners can 
match each word with a synonym, a dictionary – tape 
definition, or an equivalent word in their own language. 
In learning vocabulary automatically we have to know 
the meaning of words itself and can use it in sentences. 
Vocabulary learning is learning to discriminate progressing 
the meaning of words in the target language from the 
meanings of their nearest „equivalent‟ in the mother 
tongue. It is also learning to make the most appropriate 
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Based on the explanation above, vocabulary was the 
most important aspect which should be learnt and it is the 
key of students‟ which communicate with others cause 
they has a lot of vocabulary to make easier when talking 
with someone. Therefore, without mastering vocabulary 
we could not used the language communicatively. 
b. Concept of vocabulary mastery 
In learning vocabulary, people will experience 
development each year appropriate with their age. They 
continue to expand their vocabulary in adulthood. In social 
role and mode of discourse taking place in adulthood, in 
vocabulary there is continued development beyond the 
childhood years with adults constantly adding new words 
to their vocabulary through reading, occupation, and other 
activities.
14
 The primary period for conceptual 
development, however, is early childhood. Measurement 
of vocabulary knowledge is difficult and it is only 
approximately. 
Vocabulary of adults has been variously estimated at 
between 10.000 words for non-academic adult to over 
150.000 for a professional scientist. College students‟ are 
estimated to understand some 60.000 to 100.000 
words. Berry estimates that for spoken English the 
average person speaking on a telephone makes use of a 
vocabulary of only some 2.000 words.
15
 Meanwhile, for 
Indonesian learners who learn English as one of foreign 
language that is taught in school, they have limited words 
or vocabulary that they now or understand of the language. 
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So, they experience low development in expanding the 
vocabularies. 
Mastering vocabularies means mastering the meaning 
and the ways to use them in context. Cameron said that 
vocabulary is central to learning of as foreign language 
primary level.
16
 There are four types of word classes in the 
vocabulary there are namely; 
1. Noun is related with name of something like place, 
plant, people and others. For example: Lecturer, fan, 
chair, shoes, guitar. 
2. Verb is can used to show the measure and condition of 
thing. For example: eat, read, take. 
3. Adjective is a word that describe noun has 
grammatical property of comparison. For example: 
beautiful woman, good luck, short movies, and other. 
4. Adverb is related with the how the process, time and 
where the thing happen. For example: yesterday, 
tomorrow, school and others.
17
 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher 
assumed that the students should be mastering vocabulary 
mastery and understand all words of the language, such 
as : Noun, Verb, Adverb and Adjective. The researcher also 
said vocabulary mastery of English language should be 
meaningful content, practicing to communicate with their 
friends and not only memorizing the words but practice the 
new vocabularies with the others. 
c. Concept of teaching vocabulary 
Teaching is defined as showing or helping someone to 
learn how to do something, giving instruction, guiding inn 
the study of something, providing with knowledge, causing 
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to know or understand.
18
 Based on explanation, teaching 
vocabulary is an activity where the teacher gives the 
students knowledge about vocabulary and how to use it in 
daily life. Teaching vocabulary is not easy to do. Teaching 
vocabulary deals with knowing meaning from the words. 
In teaching vocabulary, the teacher have responsibility 
to make the students‟ successful in their teaching. The 
teacher should teach the material that suitable with the 
students need by using the appropriate strategy, media, 
technique, etc, and use them to achieve the goal. Cameron 
says that teaching vocabulary focuses on helping students 
to build up knowledge of words also it will be able to the 
students to use the language efficiently and successfully.
19
 
It means that teaching vocabulary must be carefully in 
choosing the material to make students enjoy the learning 
and attract with the English subject with the right way to 
achieved the goal. 
Teaching through media is a variation a lesson and 
increase students‟ motivation. By using media, the teacher 
could create a good atmosphere in the classroom, so that 
the students did not tense to learn sometimes, students did 
not realize that they are learning, it means that they could 
be increase their vocabulary mastery. 
Thornbury states that without vocabulary nothing can 
be conveyed.
20
 It means that in teaching vocabulary the 
teacher have to know how to teach students in order to 
make the students able to remember the vocabulary. They 
should be more creative in teaching vocabulary and they 
must be able to know what the media should be and 
suitable with their lesson. 
d. Types of vocabulary 
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Surely, there are some words in a sentence and those 
collections of words include to the vocabulary because 
vocabulary is a list or collections of words arranged in 
alphabetical order and explained. Those words could be 
noun which is usually used as subject or object, Verb or it 
is usually used as predicate in a sentence, Adverbs etc. The 
sentence may be further divided according to the functions 
of each word has in the subject – predicate relationship – 
each of these functions is classified as a different part of 
speech. They are: 
1. Noun 
It is one of most important part of speech. It is 
arrangement with the verb helps to form the 
sentence core which is essential to every complete 
sentence. It could be the name of person, place, 
thing or idea. 
Example: 
a) It is a magazine 
b) There is an umbrella 
2. Verb 
It is the word which expresses an action or a 
help to make a statement. 
Example: 
a) Mr. Herman is teaching mathematic. 
b) The students are playing football 
3. Adjective 
It is modify noun and pronoun.
21
 In addition, 
Dykes states that adjective is a word that gives 
more information about oun and pronoun, and it 
can be used before or after noun.
22
 It means that 
adjectives is a word that describe noun. 
Example: 
 
                                                          
21 Eugene Ehrlich and Daniel Murphy, Schaum’s Outline Of English 
Grammar (Second ed), (New York:McGraw- Hill, 1991), p. 17. 






a) Mr. Herman is clever 
b) This magazine is expensive 
4. Adverb 
It is a word used for qualifying the meaning of 
verb, adjective, or another adverbs. It means that 
adverbs can be used to describe or modify verbs, 
adjectives and other adverbs. 
Example: 
a) Mrs. Sri is teaching in the classroom. 
b) I go to campus at nine o’clock 
5. Conjunction 
It is a word used to relate one word to another 
one, or one sentence to another one. 
Example: 
a) I have to call him before I go. 
b) Irma and I are student at UIN raden intan 
Lampung. 
6. Preposition 
It is a word (or group of words) which is used 
to show the way which other words are 
connected. 
Example: 
a) Look at on my door! 
b) Staring into your eyes! 
7. Pronoun 
It is the word which can take the place of a 
noun, a noun and its modifiers, or another 
pronoun. 
Example: 
a) They are my lecture. 
b) He goes to office. 
8. Determiner 
The two articles are the and a. the may be use 
with a singular and plural noun ; a is generally use 






a) The cats are black and white. 
b) A book is red. 
From explanation above, it could be concluded there 
are many kinds of vocabulary that should be mastered by 
the learner including. All the types of vocabulary needed to 
be known and learnt for the successful of mastering. The 
reason of researcher focused on noun, verb and pronoun as 
according to learning material syllabus English of the 
seventh grade at the first semester with the topics about 
people, animal and things. 
e. Aspects of vocabulary 
According to Harmer there are four basic aspects that 
should be mastered by students to learn new vocabulary 
items, they are as follows:
23
 
1. Word meaning. 
The least problematic issue of vocabulary, it 
would seem is meaning. According to Harmer 
word meaning include : 
a. Antonym 
The term antonym is used for opposite 
meaning of word. For example: “Lazy” is 
an antonym of “diligent”. 
b. Synonym 
It means that two or more words have the 
same meaning of word. For example the 
synonym of smart is clever, etc. 
c. Hyponym 
It means items that serve as specific 
example of a general concept. Example : 
the hyponym of animal are cat, dog, 
horse. 
2. Word use 
It means that meaning of word is always 
different or can be said it has a flexible meaning 
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according to the context, or depend on using such 
as “I‟m feeling blue” does not mean really 
describe a color. There is another meaning behind 
the word “blue”, it is frequently stretch throw the 
set our metaphorical an idiom use. 
3. Word combinations 
Although words can appear as single item 
which are combined in a sentence. (the mongoose 
bit the snake), they can also occur in two or more 
items groups (the normally lightning quick 
reactions of the reptile let it down). They often 
combine with each other often find strange. The 
kind of word that go together in one language are 
often completely different from the kinds of word 
which live together in another. 
4. Word grammar 
The last is about word grammar which is 
employed by distinguishing the use of word based 
on the use of certain grammatical patterns such as 
noun, verb, adjective adverb etc. the former can 
be both singular and plural, for example one chair 
or two chairs, etc.
24
 From the statements above 
it could be concluded that there were 4 aspects 
in the vocabulary, namely: word meaning, 
word use, word combination and word grammar. 
In this research the researcher only focused on 2 
aspects namely, word meaning and word 
grammar. So 2 aspects of Harmer is more suitable 
for seventh grade. 
f. Concept of Noun 
Noun is one of the most important parts of speech. A 
noun is the name of thing. Everything that exists has a 
name, whether you can see it or not.
25
 It is support by 
Ehrlich, he states that a noun is the name of a person, 
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place, thing, activity, quality, concept or condition.
26
 It 
means that noun is part of speech that can be smelted, 
taste, seen, touch and others. 
From definition above, it could be concluded that 
noun is a word which could be used to name, thing and 
idea. All names of the things, like buildings, people, 
books, guitar, shoes, photos are noun. For example, the 
words Michel, Richard, James are all nouns that name 
people. The words birds, lion, cat, goat are all nouns that 
name animals. Words like mosque, church, hospital, or 
house are nouns that name places. 
 




1. Common noun: its is name of everyday things that we 
can see, hear or touch.
28
 A common noun is the name 
use for any unspecified member of class of persons, 
places, things, qualities of concepts.
29
 For example: 
chair, mango, mosque, etc. 
2. Proper noun : it‟s the name of specific person, place 
or thing
30
. A proper noun start with a capital letter a 
proper noun is more specific than common noun. For 
example, the proper noun of car is Toyota, Daihatsu, 
Datsun etc. 
3. Abstract noun : it is name of a feeling or a state of 
being which has no form or shape and which cannot 
seen and touched, but whose existence we recognize. 




4. Collective noun : it is name for groups of things, 
animals or people, which go together, or have 
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something in common. For example: a number of 
people in a group football is football player. 
Noun can be classified in two types. According to 
Lester, they are: Countable noun and Uncountable noun. 
Countable noun means that we can make the noun plural 
and use number words with the noun. Using the noun 
cat, for example: the cats are in the house. We can also use 
number words with cat: one cat, two cats, three cats and so 
on. Most nouns that refer to concrete objects are countable 
nouns. 
However, noun that refer to abstractions and nouns 
that are used to label things that occur in undifferentiated 
masses are often uncountable noun. The terms 
uncountable noun means that we cant count these noun 
with number words or make them plural. For example: the 
abstract noun sugar cannot be counted, we cannot say one 
sugar, two sugar, three sugar etc.
32
 it can be concluded, the 
words that can‟t be counted refer to the uncountable noun. 
g. Concept of Pronoun 
A pronoun is a word that is used instead of a noun or noun 
phrase. Pronouns refer to either a noun that has already 
been mentioned or to a noun that does not need to be 
named specifically. The most common pronouns are the 
personal pronouns, which refer to the person or people 
speaking or writing (first person), the person or people 
being spoken to (second person), or other people or things 
(third person). Like nouns, personal pronouns can function 
as either the subject of verb or the object of a verb or 
preposition: “she like him but he loves her”. Most of the 
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1
st
 person I We 
2
nd
 person You You 
3
rd
 person he, she, it They 
as object 
















 person him, her, it Them 
There are a number of other types of pronouns: 
 
1. Interrogative pronouns particularly what, which, 
who, whom and whose. 
For example in sentences: 
a. What is your name? 
b. Which colour do you like? 
c. Who is she? 
2. Possessive pronoun refer to things or people that 
belong to someone. The main possessive pronouns are 
mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, and theirs. For 
example in sentences: 
a. The car is mine. 





3. Demonstrative pronoun (this, that, these, and those) 
distinguish the person or thing being referred to from 
other people or things they are identical to the 
demonstrative adjectives. For example: 
a. This is my friend. 
b. Is that your book? 
4. Relative pronouns introduce subordinate clause , a 
part of a sentence that includes a subject and verb but 
does not form a sentence by itself. The main relative 
pronouns are that, which, who whom, what, and 
whose. For example in sentences: 
a. The woman whom you met yesterday is my mother. 
b. She is the person  who gave you a call last night. 
5. Reflexive pronouns refer back to the subject of a 
sentence or clause and are formed by adding -self or –
selves to a personal pronoun or possessive adjectives, 
as in myself, himself, ourselves and itself. For 
example: 
a. I clean the house by myself. 
b. You need to tell him by yourself. 
6. Indefinite pronouns, such as everybody, either, none, 
and something, do not refer to a specific person or 
thing, and typically refer to an unidentified or 
unfamiliar person or thing.
34
 For example: 
a. The man always gives everything to his mother. 
b. You can give anything that you have. 
The word it and there can also be used like pronouns 
when the rules of grammar require a subject but no noun is 
actually being referred to. Both are usually used at the 
beginning of a sentence or clause, as in “it was almost 
noon” and “there is some cake left”. These are sometimes 
referred to as expletives. 
 
 







h. Concept of Verb 
Verb is the word or words that describe the action or 
state of being of the subject.
35
 The verb is used after 
subject, or before object or complement.
36
 According to 
Frank, types of verbs are predicating or linking verb, and 
transitive or intransitive verb.
37
 
1. Predicating or linking verb 
A predicating verb is the word has traditionally 
been called a verb of action. A predicating verb is the 
chief word in predicate that says something about 
subject, for example : she read, he drink, I eat. A 
linking verb is a verb of incomplete prediction. 
Linking verb is also called copulative verb. 
2. Transitive or Intransitive Verb 
A transitive verb takes a direct object. For 
example: he is reading a novel. While an intransitive 
verb does not require an object. For example: the bus 
arrived late last night. 
It could be concluded that verb is a word or group 
of words which is used in describing an action, 
experience or state that its own grammatical rule of 
the used in a sentence. 
3. Concept of Media 
According to Arsyad, the use of instructional 
media in teaching learning can generate new desires 
and interest, generating motivation and simulation 
of learning activities and even bring the psychological 
effect on students.
38
 Media is thing or tools that can be 
used to send message and can simulate the mind can 
generate attention, excitement, and willingness of the 
learners that can foster learners self in teaching and 
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learning process. But in the other word, to 
understanding media in the learning and teaching 
process it can be defined as the graphic, photographic, 
or electronic means to capture and process the visual 
or verbal activity and information. Media also can 
called as a everything that can be use in teaching and 
learning to give information, messages, feelings, 
concerns and can stimulate the ideas of learners. So 
media can help the students in the learning process in 
the classroom. Daryanto says that media are tools to 
send the information to the receivers. Daryanto notes 
that there are some function of media.
39
 
a. To make the message clear. 
b. To handle the limitation of room, time, energy, and 
the five of sense. 
c. To gain the motivation of learning, interacting 
directly between the students and learning sources. 
d. To make the students be appropriate with 
skills and the ability of visual, auditory and 
kinaesthetic. 
e. To give the same simulation, experience and 
perception. 
f. To deliver the messages of the lesson to the 
students. 
It is absolutely important to used learning media 
in teaching because a media could help the students 
in their study and also the presence of a learning 
media in teaching process is going to make the 
teaching and learning process become more interested 
and the material taught would be easier to understand. 
In addition, by using a learning media, the teaching 
and learning process is more effective and efficient. 
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4. Kinds of media 
According to Arsyad teaching media can be classify 
into three categories. They are:
40
 
a. Visual media 
They are media that can be seen. It can be formed 
of picture, moving picture, moving picture or 
animation and flashcard. 
b. Audio media 
They are media that can be listen. It means that 
audio media has sound which is listen by students. 
The content messages is in the form of audiotape 
form such as vocal cord/tape recorder and video 
compact disk with can stimulate through feeling, 
idea of the students‟. 
c. Audio visual media 
They are media that have sound and picture. Video 
is an example from audio visual media in teaching 
and it has a visualization because it is produced to 
get moving pictures that look like reality form. It 
describe science theory and animated. 
In this study, the researcher used audio visual 
media namely Mobile Dictionary especially U-
dictionary as the interaction media, because by using 
this application it could motivated the students and 
could be interesting in teaching learning process. 
5. Mobile Dictionary 
a. Definition of mobile dictionary 
Dictionary is one of the “bibles” for language 
beside grammar book. It is one of crucial things 
for language learners to master a new language. 
Just like a grammar book, dictionary also a kind of 
guidance for language learners to reach new 
knowledge or skill. Dictionary is a type of 
references work which present the vocabulary of a 
language in an alphabetical order, usually with 
                                                          







. Meanwhile, dictionary 
defined as a book that gives a list of words in 
alphabetical order and explains what they mean. 
Since technology has improved dictionary can be 
defined as online resources provide list of words 
that explains what they mean.
42
 
They are a handy resource for researching 
different meanings, collocations, examples of use 
and standard pronunciation. If students know 
how to use them effectively, there are hundreds of 
hours of self-guided study to be had with a good 
dictionary. The best way to complement a 
dictionary investment is strong study skills. As 
teachers we played an important role in developing 
those skills, and this research would explore ways 
that we could do that. 
1) Different types of dictionary:43 
 Paper dictionaries, These can 
be bought cheaply and last a 
very long time.  
Students usually complain that 
big dictionaries are too bulky to 
bring to class, so the researcher 
recommend that they have two - a 
pocket dictionary for class and a 
'shelf' dictionary for home study. 
 Online dictionaries,   Many 
traditional dictionaries   have   
online   editions. 
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Cambridge, for example, has an 
online advanced learners' 
dictionary at 
dictionary.cambridge.org, which 
is easy to use and provides 
examples of word use. U-
dictionary, an application that can 
downloaded at playstore, this 
application provides more 
features to use which can make 
easier for students. 
 There are some excellent and 
specialised ones, such as 
etymonline.com, an etymological 
dictionary (dictionary that 
explains the origins of words). 
 Urbandictionary.com is a web-
based slang dictionary. Like 
wiktionary.com, users can add 
content. It is interesting but some 
of the content is so obscure it is 
best described as idiosyncratic, 
not all the definitions are 
accurate, and many are vulgar 
(which is part of the point). Their 
value lies in ease of access to 
students who own computers, but 
it is probably also a good idea to 
direct your learners to traditional 
ones first. 
 Electronic dictionaries, A big plus 
of electronic dictionaries is that 
they hold a large amount of data 
in a small space. However, 
they can be expensive, are 





wear out after a few years. The 
biggest problem lies, 




2) Monolingual versus bilingual 
Some teachers are opposed to bilingual 
dictionaries on principle. They believe 
that learners should think in English as 
much as possible. The researcher believe 
that learners should have a bilingual 
dictionary on hand as a supportive tool 
but that training should focus on 
monolingual dictionary work. This is 
because sometimes a quick translation 
works best, as in the case of many 
concrete nouns, but it is a good idea to 
foster thinking and explanation in 
English. Bilingual dictionaries can also 
enable students to express something they 
want to say when they don't know the 
correct words in the target language. 
3) Focus on phonology 
This activity highlights the usefulness of a 
good dictionary in determining the correct 
pronunciation of a word. It assumes 
learners already have some knowledge of 
phonemic script and that the teacher's 




 Teacher selects some key words 
that are important for the course / 
lesson and writes them on the 
board. 
                                                          






 Learners look up the 
pronunciation in their 
dictionaries. 
 Teacher pronounces each of the 
key words in two ways: one is 
correct and the other is incorrect. 
Learners use the phonemic 
spelling to guess which one is 
right. They get a point for each 
correct answer. 
 In the feedback stage, the teacher 
drills correct pronunciation and 
answers any questions. Teachers 
should not neglect dictionary 
work. Like pronunciation, it is a 
natural part of any course that 
needs to have an appropriate 
focus and allocation of time. By 
encouraging the intelligent and 
self-guided use of dictionaries, 
learners become more 
independent, and as teachers this 
is one of our core goals. 
b. Definition of U-dictionary 
U-dictionary is one of the offline dictionaries 
that can be downloaded from an android or 
smartphone. It is a light application for translating 
more than 30 languages without internet 
connection. With U-dictionary, everyone not only 
an translate words and short phrases, but also 
practice any language. From the main tab, 
everyone can quickly access short test and mini 
games to practice any language wanted. Besides 
translating a word or text, U-dictionary can also to 
be used to look up definition via Collin Dictionary 





pronunciation whenever the android smartphone 
has an internet connection. The exercise and tests 
are especially great for improving your fluency in 
any language you want, particularly English.
46 
U-dictionary is a dictionary app and one of the 
best English learning apps. 2018 has been 
completely year for the app with over 40 million 
users across the world. It has been rate too be 
number one app in over 10 countries in the 
education category. Most interesting of U-
dictionary is a free app available on both Google 
Play Store and Apple App Store. 
These are special features that are on U-
dictionary: 
a. Copy to translate 
U-dictionary‟s copy to translate features 
lets you copy any words as you browse 
or chat. If you are reading any piece of 
content and you need a quick translation, 
you just have to copy the specific word 
and the app icon will appear. Once you   
hit the icon, you can view the meaning 
of the word in the preferred language. 
Interestingly, all this happens without 
launching the U-dictionary app and 
leaving the task that you are doing. So, 
you get a flawless experience without any 
switching between the apps. 
b. Quick translate 
As it name indicates, this feature of the 
dictionary app lets users view the 
meaning of a word that the choose to 
know in the notification bar. Like the 
copy to translate feature, this one also 
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gives the meaning without opening the 
app. It is quick enough as there is no need 
to open the dictionary app to know the 
meaning. 
c. Camera translation 
Besides the translation of any word that 
you come across as you browse or chat, 
the U-dictionary app lets you get 
translation of text right from the camera 
app. Well, you can focus on the text that 
you see and get the meaning right on your 
smartphone‟s screen. Notably, this feature 
can recognize 12 languages. 
d. Word games 
U-dictionary app makes learning 
interesting and fun. It comes with word 
games such as finding synonyms and 
spelling check. Also, it has conversation 
practice videos and vocabulary building 
articles. These tasks will help in getting a 
stronger command over English in a fun 
way. 
e. Lock screen vocabulary 
Everyday, you can learn new word 
definition to enhance your vocabulary 
skills with U-dictionary app. Well, this is 
possible with the app‟s lock screen 
vocabulary feature. It shows the word 
definitions right on the lock screen of 
your smartphone so that you learn and 
strengthen your vocabulary without 
unlocking your phone. 
f. Support 108 languages 
U-dictionary supports a whopping 108 
languages when it comes to text 





translator of the app to translate easily 
between any regional or global language 
without any difficulty. 
g. Offline translation 
The most interesting feature is the offline 
dictionary mode. Well, this app supports 
44 language packs for its offline 
functionality. You can simple translations 
and work meanings on the go with this 
app. You need to download the necessary 
language pack to make use of the offline 
functionality of U-dictionary. The app 
has inbuilt Collins COBUILD 
Advanced Dictionary and WordNet 
Dictionary. This helps you get the meaning of a 




Based on the explanation above, U-dictionary 
is one of the best English mobile dictionary for 
students in every grade. By using U-dictionary as 
learning media, the researcher expected that will 
help the students to enrich their vocabulary 
mastery effectively and efficiently. 
c. Concept of mobile dictionary 
Mobile learning can be defined as “any 
educational provision where the sole or dominant 
technologies are handheld or palmtop devices”.
48
 
A mobile device is any device that is small, 
autonomous and unobtrusive enough to 
accompany us in every moment. In accordance 
with the developmental history of mobile learning 
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three aspects can be specified for this type of 
learning: 
 Mobility of technology, 
 Mobility of learning, and 
 Mobility of learner.49 
Mobility of technology focuses on examining 
the possibility of using portable and wireless 
devices such as mobile phones, laptops, and tablets 
for educational purposes. The focus of mobility on 
learning is on the extensive use of mobile devices 
for learning outside the classroom. The third 
aspect focuses on “the mobility of the learner, the 
design or the appropriation of learning spaces and 
on informal learning and lifelong learning”.
50
 
From among the devices that can be used for 
mobile learning, mobile phones have gained more 
attention due to their ubiquity among the youth at 
schools and universities, and their applications in 
education. The swift development of mobile 
phones in the last decade from simple phones to 
smart- phones, which can serve as a minicomputer, 
telephone, or camera, and transfer data as well as 
video and audio files, has made mobile phones 
efficient learning tools. Klopfer and Squire 
describe the affordances of mobile phones as: 
 Portability: can take the computer to 
different sites and move around 
within a location. 
 Social interactivity: can exchange 
data and collaborate with other people 
face to face. 
 Context sensitivity: can gather data 
unique to the current location, 
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environment, and time, including both 
real and simulated data. 
 Connectivity: can connect handhelds 
to data collection devices, other 
handhelds, and to a common network 
that creates a true shared 
environment. 
 Individuality: can provide unique 
scaffolding that is customized to the 
individual‟s path of investigation.
51
 
Research on using mobile phones in education 
shows that students consider mobile phones as 
useful learning tools; using mobile phones can 
amplify students‟ personal and academic interest; 




d. The procedure of Teaching Vocabulary by using 
Mobile dictionary especially U-dictionary as 
media 
According to Barham on his paper at The 
Second International Conference for Learning and 
Teaching in Digital World (An-Najah National 
University), here are some steps of using mobile 
dictionary as follows: 
1. Students at the beginning of the course 
were asked to download dictionary 
applications on their phones as to use 
them during reading the articles that are 
specified for the course. 
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2. The students got the option to choose the 
kind and names of dictionary applications 
that they were using. 
3. Concerns were gone through, and 
questions were answered at the meeting. 
4. Throughout the semester and as 
commencing point, students read each 
article on their own. 
5. Then the class instructor and students 
discussed the article, explained the 
meaning of new lexicons, and wrote down 
some questions related to the read the 
article. 
6. Students were encouraged to use mobile 
dictionaries and were afforded the time to 
look for the meaning of new words before 
had the treatment. 
7. Course instructor assured to draw out the 
meaning from the students and agreed 
upon with the proper and the closest 
meaning for each new word. 
8. Students on some occasions were also 
encouraged to contemplate on the articles 
by writing a paragraph or two on their 
understanding, thoughts, and opinions of 
the items. 
9. Students were also invited to use mobile 
dictionaries in doing that composition. 
This such a process lasted for the whole 
semester and students had the focus group 
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Translation technique is a technique for 
communication of the meaning of a source 
language text by means of an equivalent target 
language text.
54
 According to Jaaskelain translation 
technique is a series of competencies, a set of steps 
or process that favour the acquisition, storage or 
utilization of information.
55
 Based on the statement 
above, translation technique is a set of steps or 
process that acquisition meaning from source 
language to the target language. In this research , 
the researcher will apply teaching vocabulary 
using media (U- dictionary) through translation 
technique. Here are procedure of translation 
technique as follows: 
1. Class is taught in mother tongue, with 
little native use of the target (English). 
2. Vocabulary is taught in the form of list of 
isolated word. 
3. Students translate of isolated word from 
the target language to their mother 
tongue. 
4. The teacher asks students in their native 
language if they have any question, 
students ask and the teacher answers the 
question in their native language. 
5. Students memorize the vocabulary. 
These are some steps from the mobile 
dictionary especially U-dictionary through 
translation technique that have been modified by 
researcher to improves students‟ vocabulary 
mastery as follows: 
1. Students at the beginning of the courses 
will be asked to download mobile 
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dictionary on their phones (U-dictionary) 
for them during doing the task that are 
specified for the course. 
2. The Researcher determines vocabulary 
theme that is tailored to the material in the 
syllabus. In this research the themes of 
vocabulary are about noun, pronoun and 
verb. 
3. The researcher will give instruction how 
to use the application and explain them 
about the features on U-dictionary. 
4. The researcher taught the class in mother 
tongue, with little   native use of the 
target (English). 
5. The researcher asks to make a list of 
isolated word that are considered difficult 
for the students. 
6. Students are encouraged to use mobile 
dictionary (U-dictionary) and afforded the 
time to look for the meaning of new 
words. 
7. The Researcher appoints several students 
to check the understanding (meaning, part 
of speech and pronunciation) of the 
students. 
8. The Researcher asks the students to 
memorize the words and do some 
exercises based on vocabularies that have 
been learned. 
Based on the explanation above, the 
researcher was modified the previous procedures 
from translation technique and Braham‟s theory 
based on the needed of the research. It could be 
concluded that the researcher take several points 
from translation technique steps and his paper 





make easier for understanding. It is expected those 
procedures that have been modified will be enrich 
students vocabulary mastery, the researcher 
would like to present the applications of mobile 
dictionary especially U-dictionary as a media 
through translation technique in teaching 
vocabulary. This research had purpose to make it 
easier for students to improved their vocabulary 
mastery. 
6. Theories of Printed Dictionary 
a. Definition of printed dictionary 
Printed dictionary have used a repertoire of device for 
presenting meaning in paper dictionary, most of them having 
to do with words. The traditional way in paper dictionary has 
been to explain words with words, using either a definition 
(typically in the language of the headword) or an equivalent 
(typically in another language).
56
 
Dictionary is utility products or tools which are, or 
should be, design to satisfy certain human needs. On the 
other hand, dictionaries are tools for autonomous learning.
57
 
Dictionaries are a tool of achievement control. The 
dictionary is an institution which enables language learners 
to check their own knowledge, and to eliminate weaknesses 
in spelling, pronunciation, grammar and meaning. The 
dictionary is a tool that will when learners away from the 
classroom teacher and guide them towards further 
independent study.
58
 It can be concluded that dictionary is a 
tools of achievement control to get knowledge of spelling, 
pronunciation, grammar and meaning. 
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A dictionary is a book that deals with the individual 
words of a language or certain specific class of them so as to 
set forth their pronunciation, significant and use, their 
synonyms, derivation and history. A dictionary is a 
systematically arranged list of socialized linguistics forms 
compiled from the speech-habits of a given community an 
commented on by the author in such a way that the qualified 
reader understands the meaning.
59
 It can be inferred that 
dictionary is a book that systematically arranged and contain 
about the meaning of the word, pronunciation, spelling, 
synonyms, derivation and history. 
b. The procedure of using printed dictionary 
Here are some steps of using printed dictionary, as follows: 
1. Dictionary are organized alphabetically, so start with 
the first letter of the word that you are trying to find. 
2. „Alliteration‟, is going to be in the first section of the 
dictionary under „a‟ 
3. There will be lots of entries for each letter of the 
alphabet, so use the guide word at the top of the page to 
help you. The guide word tells you what the first or last 
word on that page of the dictionary is. 
4. You will need to look at the second letter of the words, 
and the third, and so on, in order to find it. It takes a 
little practice to find words quickly. 
5. You may need to scan several pages of the dictionary in 
order to find the word that you need. Scanning is a way 
of reading quickly to find the information that you 




c. Advantages and Disadvantages of Printed Dictionary 
1. Advantages of print dictionary, as follows: 
a) Print dictionary allow for serendipity. 
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b) Print dictionary fuel curiosity. 
c) Print dictionaries make more focused. 
d) Print dictionaries are credibility and reliability, 
e) Print dictionary does not require an internet 
connection. 
 
2. Disadvantages of print dictionary, as follows: 
a) Big volume. 
b) High prices. 
c) Not up-to-date. 
d) Slow process regarding word search. 
e) No audio responses (only phonetic transcription). 
 
B. Frame of Thinking 
In teaching vocabulary, an English teacher should be able to 
help students to memorize the words. Therefore, the teacher should 
have such kind of strategy, media, technique to make the students 
are interested and have motivation in learning English. The teacher 
must prepare the material as well, use suitable media in teaching 
and learning vocabulary. In this case, the teacher could help the 
students by using mobile dictionary as media in learning 
vocabulary. By using mobile dictionary in learning vocabulary, the 
researcher hopes that the students can learn more effective and 
have good progress. 
Based on the previous explanation, the purposed of this 
research was to know the effectiveness of using mobile dictionary 
at classroom and how student reflect it in their life. Mobile 
dictionary is chosen because once the research find out that 
students can not understand what the meaning of the text. 
Meanwhile, they do not bring printed dictionary into the 
classroom. Mobile dictionary especially U-dictionary can be used 
in teaching vocabulary, because there are so many words appear it 
can improve the students‟ vocabulary mastery. Therefore, their 
vocabulary will be add and increase. In conclusion, mobile 





could be used to teach vocabulary. This media is expected to 
create fun atmosphere learning and there were so many words 





Based on theories and the frame of thinking, the researcher 
formulates the hypotheses as follow: 
Ho = there is no effectiveness of using mobile dictionary towards 
students‟ vocabulary mastery at the second semester of the seventh 
grade of SMPN Terpadu Gunung Pelindung in the academic year 
2020//2021. 
Ha = there is an effectiveness of using mobile dictionary towards 
students‟ vocabulary mastery at the second semester of the seventh 
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